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For our spiritual life depends upon the Doctrine and
the Sacraments, and consequently upon those who ad-
minister them, according to his holy institution.

But if it is necessary throughout the world to dili-
gently Catechize the people before [104] introducing
them into the Church, and to communicate to them
the Sacrament of regeneration, it is necessary above
all to do it in these places; the reason being that the
Canadians are a wandering people (as we have said)
and pass their lives here and there without perma-
nent settlements; therefore they cannot ordinarily
attend mass nor prayers nor public services, nor hear
sermons, nor receive the sacraments nor have Priests
with them. How then do you think that they can
maintain themselves in the faith and grace of God,
if they do not receive instruction, and twice as much
of it as the others? For we who are surrounded by
the Religious, and are under the care of so many Pas-
tors, and have such an abundance of good books, ex-
amples, laws and polity, can scarcely do it ourselves,
who are old and, so to speak, [105] naturalized Chris-
tians; then how can they do it, all crude as they
are, alone, without care, without letters, without
precepts, without practice? Now to say that it is
enough to beget, without thinking of how to main-
tain, is really saying that it is good to give life in or-
der to take it away cruelly, which is not the act of a
Father, but is worse than that of a murderer. Never-
theless this is dome in the spiritual regeneration
which is accomplished through Baptism. For to give
it without providing for the nourishment of the re-
generated, is doing what our Savior has said; driv-
ing the Devil out from a house so that when it is
swept and garnished the vanquished enemy may re-



